Fantastic Free Opportunity - Play AT ICT

Here's a fantastic opportunity for your centre to join the Play AT ICT project delivered by AbilityNet.

Play AT ICT - Northern Ireland is funded by the Roald Dahl Foundation.  AbilityNet aims to work with each of the 5 regional Education and Library Boards within Northern Ireland and to support 26 nursery schools.  The aim is to increase the use and awareness of accessible technology with pre-school education and to promote inclusive play for children with a disability.  The funding will provide:

*
Training for staff

*
Assessments for pre-school children who have a disability

*
Support packs

*
Access to AbilityNet's extensive loan bank of assistive technology

As part of the project, we will be holding 5 awareness sessions for nursery school teachers, special educational needs advisors, speech and language therapists, occupational therapists and any other professional involved in the support of a child with a disability.

For yourselves, we will provide on-going support for pre-school children and their support workers in FREE assessments to determine the technology needs of that child to promote inclusive play, as well as the use of our loan bank, where the child can borrow the necessary equipment (for FREE) to trial for 3 months and see the benefit it makes to them.

AbilityNet are a UK charity working to support the needs of people with a disability to access technology regardless of age or ability.  For more information about this project, please visit our website: http://www.abilitynet.org.uk/playni
I do hope you will join us on this exciting project and help us get this project off the ground. To join, just complete the participation form and send it back to us. (Click here to download participation form.)  If you have any questions, please contact me on 07939 926361.

Kind regards,

Vihing

Vihing Lee

Assessor/Consultant
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More about the project:

As part of the project, we are here to provide:

Ø  FREE training on adaptive technology to you and your colleagues.
Ø  FREE assessments for pre-school children who have a disability.
Ø  FREE access to AbilityNet's loan bank where you can borrow adaptive equipment to support the pre-school child you are working with.  All equipment is sent by courier to your centre and collected by courier, so there is no cost to you.
Ø  FREE support packs to you for reference and guidance.
TRAINING:

This will be done online via the Internet.  All that centres need is a computer with Broadband connection.  Speakers are a must or individual headsets.  The training will cover:

§  Switch Accessible Software

§  Switch Adapted Toys

§  Better Mouse Control

§  Better Keyboard Control

§  Free Switch Software Available

The training session will last about an hour and a half.  I can do evenings after the centre has closed, if this is more convenient for the staff.

ASSESSMENTS:

If you feel a child with a disability would benefit from an assessment to determine their technology needs to aid their ability to learn, please get in touch with me and I will arrange to assess the child.  This will be done remotely to cut down the delay (as I live in Yorkshire, England!) and speed up the process for the child.  All you need is a webcam and a computer with Broadband Internet access.

LOAN BANK:

To borrow items from our loan bank, please visit http://abilitynet.wetpaint.com/ to see examples of all the equipment that AbilityNet has available.  Just scroll down the column on the left hand side and select hardware/software or even categories subject to the disability, i.e. Vision, communication, learning, hearing, etc.

Click here to see a list of equipment specifically targeted at pre-school children.  Of course many of our other kit will also be appropriate. 

Participating centres just drop me an email to request the items they require.  We will have them delivered ASAP.  All items can be borrowed for up to 12 weeks to enable plenty of time to use to support the child and see the benefit it makes to the child's learning potential.

I hope all the above gives you enough information about the project.  Any questions or queries, just contact me via email at vihing.lee@abilitynet.org.uk or ring me on 07939 926361 to discuss.
