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· Established in 1999 as sub-group of The Western Area Childcare Partnership

· Chairperson: Brenda MacQueen

· There is a Multi-Sectoral membership

· Meets bi-monthly

· A Planning/reflection day is held annually

· The forum is a vehicle to inform of policy exchange among members
Outcomes and Targets Achieved in 2005

· Hosted Childcare Champions Awards in March 2005  
· Promoted and funded training for special needs awareness

· Promoted management training for group Committees

· Produced Information Leaflet for Parents

· Supported & promoted “Family Support Strategy”

· Study Visits to promote Good Practice were arranged for Early Years Practitioners

Targets, Aims and Objectives for 2006

· Continue to raise the profile of  the sector through awards ceremonies
· Lobby for improved access to Special Needs services in Rural areas

· Offer more information events, workshops/seminars to parents /carers

· Support and promote “Family Support Strategy” 
· Support innovative approach to committee management and tailor training
· Review directory of information for parents

· Facilitate effective communication between Early Years Services, Parents & Statutory organisations

· Use formal and informal strategies to promote good practice within the Sector  
What benefits will these improvements bring to the community and surrounding area?
· To raise the profile & value of the Early Years Sector.
· To promote equality of opportunity for children with Special Needs, Urban – Rural & Voluntary –Statutory

· To work in partnership with Parents to meet the needs of Children in the area.

